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LOCKHEED TO MAKE FIGHTERS IN INDIA?

LALIT K. JHA
WASHINGTON, JAN. 20

American aerospace and
defence major Lockheed
Martin has proposed to
manufacture custom-built
F-16 fighter jets in India,
which its officials say will
give Indian industry a
unigque opportunity to
become part of the world's
largest fighter aircraii
ecosystem,

“We plan to infroduce

two new words into the
lexicon of international
fighter aircraft manufac-
turing: ‘India’ and ‘exclu-
sive’,” Vivek Lall, vice
president, strategy and
business development, at
Lockheed Martin
Aeronautics told PTI in an
interview.

“India-specific state-of-
the-art fighter production
in India will be exclusive,
something that has never
before been presented by

any other fighter aircraft
manufacturer, past or
present. There will also be
a sigiificant export mar-
ket available for Indian-
made fighters,” he said.
Lall, an Indian
American, was instru-
mental in the decision of
the Trump administra-
tion to sell top-of- the-line
unarmed drones from
General Atomics, in his
previous capacity,
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