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New Delhi

OCKHEED
Martin  will
build wings for
its F-16 combat
plane in India
: with its local
partner, Tata Advanced Sys-
tems an executive at the US
company said on Tuesday.

Leckheed is bidding for
a contract — estimated at
more than $15 billion — to
supply the Indian Air Foree
with 114 combat planes,
wiiich must be all manu-
factured  locally under
Prime Minister Narendya
Modi's flagship Make in
India programme,

However, Vivek Lall, vice
president of strategy and
business development at
Lockheed, said the proposed
production of the F-16 wings
would not be contingent
upon the company winning
the order for the planes,
“Producing 116 wings will
strengthen Lockheed Mar-
lin'y strategic partnerslip
with Tata and support Make
in India," the company said
in a statement,

Modi has been pushing
for local manufacturing
that will provide jobs and
also end the military's de-
pendence on  imports,
Lockheed’s announcement
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came just days shead of top-
tevel talks hetween the US
and India aimed at expand-
ing defence ties. US secre-
tary of state Mike Pompeo
and defence seeretary Jim
Mattis will meet with For-

W8 The F-14 Block 70 features ad- |

eign - minister  Sushma
Swaraj and Defence minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman,
Boeing has pitched its
¥/A-18 Super Hornet for
the Indian contract as well
as Sweden's Saab with its

e e

- Gripen fighter. France's

Dassault Systemes SE's
Rafale, the Euofighter Ty-
phoon and Russiam aircraft
are alsy in the fray.

all said Lock-
heed had of
fered to make
India its sole -
16 production
. Wfacility
would supply the military
but also other countries, “Hf
India buys the F-16 then it
becomes the centre of man-

ufacturing for the global
market,” he said. Lall said
the company planned Lo
begin production of the I~
16 wings in Hydersbad
from 2020,

Hesaid these were being
produced at a facility in Is-
rael and would not impaet’
anyjabs in the US. The Ts-
vaeli centre will continue to

that be involved in other pro-
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‘wings globally are to be buile
in the Hyderabad facifity,"
he said. —Reaters




