‘Dassault-Reliance aims to roll out Falcon jets in 2022
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NAGPUR: As controversy swirls
around the 359,000-crore Rafale
deal, Dassault Reliance Aero-
space Litd (DRAL)has setitssight
on assembling Falcon 2000 busi-
nessjets at Nagpur by early 2022
forinternational customersand
the joint venture company is
upgrading infrastructure at its
31-acrefacility here to meet the
target, senior executivessaid on
Thursday.

DRAL, Dassault’s joint ven-
ture (JV) with Anil Ambani’s
Reliance Group, has taken
maiden steps in that three-year
journey, the executives said
referringtothefirstlocally built
cockpit sectionand fuel tanks set
to be dispatched to France for
final assembly of Falcon jets at
Dassault's Argenteuil facility.
The cockpit section will be dis-

playedat Asia’slargestair show
Aero India-2019, being staged
near Bengaluru from Fehruary
20-24.

DRAL is assembling compo-
nents for the Faleons and will
eventually rolloutthejetsfroma
150,000 square-foot production
line as part of an offset commit-
mentunder the Rafale deal that
requiresthe French plane-maker
tosource components worth 50%
ofthe contract valuelocally,

Intherun-uptothe 2019 elec-
tions, the Congress has repeat-
edly attacked the government
over the issue, accusing it of
awarding the deal for 36 Rafale
fighters to Dassault only on the
condition that it would stitch up
an alliance with Anil Ambani’s
Reliance Group for meeting its
offset obligations. The govern-
ment, Anil Ambani’s company
andDassaulthaverubbishedthe
allegations.

Inthree years, DRAL
willroll out two Falcon
jets every month fromits

new production line

BENOIT DUSSAUGEY, Dassault's
senior executive VC(internatiohal)

The foundation of the DRAL
facility near the Nagpur airport
waslaidin October2017. “Weare
takingonestepatatime.Inthree
years, DRALwillroll outtwoFal-
conjetseverymonthfromitsnew

. production line,” said Benoit

Dussaugey, Dassault’s senior
executive vice-president (inter-
national). He was interacting
withasmallgroup ofjournalists
who were given access to the
DRAL site for the first time, He
saidthe political slugfest overthe
Rafaledealhad notaffected work
atDRAL.

Inanexclusive interviewto HT
this week, Congress president
Rahul Gandhihad questionedthe
credentials of the Ambani firm,
alleging that it was not qualified
tocarry out the offset contract.

Currently, DRAL has 22 tech-
nicians assembling different Fal-
con parts and the number is
expectedtoswelltomore than 600
by 2021-end as the firm prepares
torolloutFalconsinaflyway con-
dition, said DRAL CEQ Sampath-
kumaran ST. It's a good begin-
ning as there is a big void in the
transportaireraft production sec-
torinIndia,said AirMarshal KK
Nohwar (retd), who heads the
Centre for Air Power Studies.

“Anyvalueaddition, anytech-
nology coming in is something
thatwill benefit the domesticaer-
ospacesector,” Nohwar added.

" DRAL hasnoimmediateplans
to manufacture Rafale compo-
nentsin Nagpuraspart ofthe off-

setcontract. “Wewillnotbeman-
ufacturing Rafale parts in India
for the time being, That will be
feasible only if we get more
orders,” said Dussaugey, refer-
ringtoanIndian Air Force planto
build 110 fighter planes locally.
Dassault is among global plane-

‘makers competingforthe project

by allying with Indian firms
under the government’s Strate-
gic¢ Partnershipmodel.

The NDA government’s deci-
sion to enter into a government-
to-government deal with France
to buy 86 Rafale warplanes was
announcedin April 2015withthe
deal signed a little over a year
later. This replaced the UPA
regime's decision to buy 126
Rafaleaircraft, 108 of which were
tobemadeinIndiaby HALusing
partsimported from France. The
government and the Congress
have been trading charges over
the purchaseinaragingrow,
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