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F-16 OPERATES WITH PAKAIRFORCE

Lockheed Seeks to Shake
Off Pak Tag, OffersF-21
Series Only for india

F-21 could have certain
techfromF-22 & F-35;
US co makes F-22 only
far the US Air Force

Manu.Pubbyatimasgroupoom

New Delhi: To shake off the
Pakistan tag that has throttled s F |
effortstopitch the F-16toIndla, US
alrcraftmaker LockheedMardnis | HD Kumaraswamy and
willing 10 recast and rebrand its irmala Sitharaman a
aldwarhorseas 21, justforIndta. | Yelahanka airbase - #m
The new fighter jet may still beon i =N
thedrawingboard, but Lockheed of-
flcials claimed that it wasa “com-
pletely different” plane. tatlored
specifically for the Indian Air Force.
They also indicated that it could
havecertain technologles from the
F-22and F85. Incldentally, the fifih
generation 22 ismade specifical
Iy for the US Air Force and not sold
ioany other cOUNtry.
’I‘!!eFZmechlncImm“‘lﬂm
Tam Advanced Systems, willbe
on uﬁerfo: bid on India’s require-
mentef 110combataireraft
“The F-21 addresses the Indlan
Alr Force's unigue requirements
and Integrates Indla into the
world's largest fighter aircraft
ecosystem with the world’s pre-
eminent defence company.
Lockheed Martin and Tata
Advanced Systems would produce
the F-21 in India, for India,” a
statement by the company read.

INDIA HAS TO SELECT 15T
Though

B, Loceed has

promisad that
tech developed from
F-35 and F-22 will be
iniegrated into 721
on offer, it's uniikely
that the jet will take off
unless India selects it

When asked by ET, Lockheed of-
flclals said thar there were visible
chapges intheatreraft, mcludinga
new spine’ that tsdeslgned to pro-
vide more space 10 get fture sys-
to1as {nto the jet. The change that
has been done is likely ic counter
the argoment that the F-16 bad
been rejected by the Alr Force in
the earlier Medium Mult} Role
Combat Afreraft contest on the
grounds that the airframe is not
capable of imegratingfuture capa-
bility expansions.

The renaming will aiso help
Lockheed counter the tag that the
F-18operates with the Pakistam Alr
Force and is the biggest adversary
tothe Indian Afr Force fighter jets.

“It is a new plane, with a wriple
rain launcher and an infra-Red
Seeking Tracker (IRST». Itisbeing
offered oniy to India and o other
natien,” said Randall L Howard,
director. business development,
Lockheed Martin, Vice President
Vivek Lall described the F-ziasa
»different animal.”

Though Lockheed has promised
that technologies developed from
the F-35and F 22fighter jets will be
integrated into the F-21 on offer, it's
uniikely that the fighter jot will
take off unless India selects it. The
India-specific enhancements will
aisn happen at a heavy cost that
would have to be integrazed into
thelarger project.




