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US-based Lockheed Martm )

Corp is looking to make India
one of its global export hubs

for the F16 fighter jets apart
from . manufacturing these
aircrafts under thei‘Make in

India’ programme.

“Lockheed Martin has a
, :lopg-term plan for India. Be-
:sides, manufacturing the

“E16s here, it also intends to,

eventually export these in the
long run to some of its tradi-
tional buyers. However, talks
are still at a very nascent
stage,” a top official told
BusinessLine.

At present talks are on be-
tween India and the US gov-
ernment to expedite this plan
under the Foreign Military
Sales (FMS), the official said.

_Talks are expected to gain

momentum during the visit

:*Marillyn Hewson -

ever, thexfinal deal will get
sealed durmg the visit of Ma-
rillyn Hewson, President and
CEO, Lockheed Martin, who is
expected to trave] to India lat-
er this year.

" Hewson had first made the

. proposal to manufacture the

F16s here to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his vis-

{dtto.the US in September last.

‘There is also a possibility
that the deal might get sealed

e
2016

chnology and. Trade Imtxa-

‘tive (DTTI) that is aimed at in-
“tegrating the defence indus--

ies of both the countries. In-
ct, this issue was extensively
dxs_cussed during both- the
DFTI joint . working group

..Ineetings on jet engine tech-
_.nology and aircraft carrier,
) T _hefd@inUs last year.
. of US Defence Secretary Ash- . .

- ton Carter next nionth. How-

Lockheed Martin is also

,}scoutmg for a domestic part-.

ner in order to co-produce the
F16 jets. According to the offi-
cial, soime of the frontrunners
are TataAdvanced Systems Ltd
and Mahindra Defence Sys-
tems.

The Maryland-based firm

. plans to sell the latest version

of F16 to India, which will be
“far - more advanced” com-
pared to what is being sold to

"neighbouring Pakistan, ac-

cording to sources.




