Tata, Lockheedjoin hand

AT SHUKLA | thismonth,LockheedMartin'sinklngof‘ choosethe 16 Block 70 astheair force’s
New Delhi, 19 June ‘ thisjoint venture (JV)-whichwould ave | single-enginefighteraircraft. That multi-

+ required formal clearance from
Washington ~indicatesthat, despite
PresidentDonald Trump’s promisesto

US defence giant Lackheed Martinand
dia's Tatagroupsigned an agreement on
Monday tojointly build the F-16 Block 70 i keepskiliedjobsintheUs, his
izhterinindia, shoukd New Delhiopt for administrationiswillingto transfer the
heAmericanaliciaftinthe procutement | ageingF-16 productionline from Texas
fsingle-engine fighters for itsair force, | tolndia,

Highlighting theimportanceofthis ‘TASLand Lockheed Martin
ontractforthe Tatagroupsacrospace alveadyhave ajoint venure (JV) that e
md defence aspirations, Chairman manufacturesaivframe components \
‘imeritus Ratan Tata attended thesigning  inHyderabad, includingfortheC-1305 N0
remoenyat the ongoing Paris AirShowin Super Herculesainlifterand theSikorsky
Taneg 8-92 helicopter,

The Tatagroup has carmarked Tata However, the manufacture of 116
dvanced Systems Lid (TASLMtobuild the | Block70would beafarmore
-6 inIndiawithtechnologyand | ambitious project. Thiswould first  —~"
ranufacturing facilities transferred from | requirethe Ministry of Defence (MoD) to
ockheed Martin, - selecttheTatagroup asanIndian

Comingahead of Prime Minister “strategic partner” foraireraft production.
nrenchaModisvisittotheUnited States | Next. the IAF and the MoDwould haveto
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billion dollar procurenment has atready

| kickedoffwiththelssue ofaglobal request »
forinformation (RF) by theIAF,

MoDand IAFsources confirm aviation
marketintetligence thatthe IA¥schosen
| lighterisiikelytobeeitherthe F-16 Block
I 70, orthe Gripen I fighter that Swedish
company, Saab, hasoffered o
India. T Page1s s

SPICEIETTO BUY 20 BOEING
PLANES; UPGRADES 20 DRDERS
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PARIS AIR SHOW

sto uild F-16sinIndia

—— L R

AJAISHUKIA
New Delhi, 19 June

flies. Detivery will begin in 2020,

But, with Chinese submarine
activity growing in the Indian Ocean,
the navy wants mere P-8ls on
station today. Last Monday, the navy
signed a $100-million contract,
requiring Boeing to maintain spare
parts and personnel in India, ready
torespond to any defects or failures
inthe P-8l fleet over the next three
years,

The so-called “performance~
based logistics” contract requires
Boeing to continue the warranty
services it has so far provided under
aninitial production contract, which
will expire in Octaber,

The Indian
Navy's
Boeing
P-8llong-range
maritime patrol aircraft —
7 reputedly the world's most
fearsome submarine hunters —
have proved themselves in joint
patrols with the US Navy in the Indian
Ocean, tracking Chinese submarines.
| Lastiuly, a pleased Indian Navy
I signed a billion-dollar contract with
[ Hoeing for four more P-8ls to
augment the eight aircraft it already

Monday.
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Boei;ﬁg inks $100-mn deal on P-8laircraft

"This contract will substantially
bolster Boeing's performance - hasn
supportto the Indian Haw and
should maintain or e o (o
eperational capability of the el
aircraft fleet," said Boeing on

Since the P81 is based 11
comimercial Boeing 737-800/900
airtiner, material supportwill also be
sourced from the Boeing Cammerclal
Aviation Services' Fleet Services
division, This is yet another lucrative
triumph for Boeing, which has won
mere than $10 billion warth of Indian
defence contracts since 2009,
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